ENGLISH EDUCATION IN ISRAEL
Date: 22 August 2018

Time: 14.00-17:00
Venue: The University of Languages and International Studies, 2 Pham Văn Đồng, Hà Nội
Presenter: Dr. Shira Koren, English as a Foreign Language (EFL) Unit at Bar Ilan University, Israel.
Workshop 1: Teaching English in Israel: Philosophy and Implementation 

Time: 14.00-15.30
Mastery of English is considered by most Israelis as the key to success in life. Therefore parents do everything they can to help their children improve their English beyond what they can get in school: they send them to private teachers or schools, help them with their homework, and try to encourage them to speak, read and write. Sometimes they "bribe" them with a trip overseas. The history of teaching English in Israel dates back to 1917, the beginning of the British rule, or Mandate, which meant that all the administration spoke English.  When the British left and the state was established, English stayed on as an important subject in schools. The difference between then and now is that now English is even more important, because of the manifold connections we have in the world through media which did not exist in the past (air travels, television, internet and more). In the lecture I will tell the problems of studying English in Israel, and describe how it is studied in school and in universities.

Workshop 2: Learning English Pronunciation: What does it mean?
Time: 15.45-17.00

In the lecture, I am going to explain who needs a pronunciation course, whether it is at all possible to improve one's pronunciation in English, what can be the gains of a pronunciation course, what may be the best way to learn pronunciation, and what it means to learn pronunciation. The main components of English pronunciation – the phonemes (vowels and consonants) – will be shown via a chart of phonetic symbols. Then the method of learning some vowels and consonants will be demonstrated, followed by other features that will be explained, such as voicing, stress and stress shift, vowel reduction, linking words and intonation. Finally there will be a surprise.

Presenter

Dr. Shira Koren is a senior staff member in the English as a Foreign Language (EFL) Unit at Bar Ilan University, Israel, where she has been teaching English since 1980. She holds a PhD in applied linguistics (Her dissertation was about the acquisition of foreign language pronunciation). She teaches reading comprehension (and to some extent also listening comprehension and speaking) to advanced level BA students, and academic writing and oral presentation to M.A. and PhD students. In addition, she has an expertise in teaching English pronunciation and has taught two pronunciation courses to Chinese students and conducted some pronunciation workshops to staff on campus. She is on the editorial board of an academic electronic journal: Novitas-Royal: Research on Youth and Language. Her research interests are varied, and she has published articles in linguistics, learning English, teaching methods, literature and women in Jewish history in several journals both in English and in Hebrew. She has delivered many academic lectures about these topics in conferences and academic institutions in many countries and has published many articles. She has also published five children's books in Hebrew (one is also available in English). She has developed an internet program (TEXTFUN) for the practice of reading skills. She has spent three sabbaticals in leading universities in USA and Britain: Harvard University in 2005, New York University in 2009, and Oxford University in 2012.  
